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AlbertA’s MAndAtory HoMe WArrAnty 
legislAtion tAkes effect februAry 2014
With the home building industry ranking 

in the top ten for complaints received by 

the Better Business Bureau of Edmonton 

for the past five years, the majority of 

which concern warranties, its no surprise 

that action was required to protect 

homeowners and regulate compliance 

with building codes. The resulting 

legislation is Alberta’s New Home Buyer 

Protection Act, which took effect  

February 1, 2014. 

The act requires all home builders 

to provide warranty coverage on new 

homes and condos built in the province 

by way of purchasing a warranty, 

estimated at $1,700-$2,000 on an 

average home, before becoming eligible 

for a building permit. Builders must 

also register each property online to 

create a public record of the warranty 

history for future buyers. The newly 

legislated warranty will provide one year 

of coverage for workmanship, two years 

for major systems, five years for building 

envelope, and ten years for structural 

deficiencies, with minimum warranty 

coverage of $265,000 on a new home. 

Critics argue that it would have been 

better if the government had made 

changes to the building code to address 

specific areas of concern, or targeted 

problem builders who were cutting 

corners. However, the Canadian Home 

Builders Association claims the new 

legislation creates a level playing 

field where everyone has the same 

requirements and purchasing warranty is 

not optional for builders.  

With firsthand experience in dealing 

with substantial building envelope 

deficiencies with no warranty available 

or builder recourse, Candace Mehls, 

CEO of C-Era, believes that this new 

legislation is a step in the right direction 

to help protect the consumer.

Source: Edmonton Journal 
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C-Era  
Good-byes and Hellos
We would like to say goodbye and good luck 

to Anita Olesen, Assistant Property Manager, 

who moved to Ontario in January. Anita will be 

missed and we wish her all the best. We would 

like to say hello and welcome to Shaina Vine 

who has now stepped into this role. 

We would also like to say hello and welcome 

back to Jessica Bakken who has returned 

to C-Era after maternity leave. Jessica is 

overseeing communications and marketing in 

a part-time role. 

RecoRd Snowfall in 
decembeR 2013

While extreme winter conditions 

were not strictly confined to Canada 

(or Alberta for that matter); Calgary 

broke a 112-year-old record with 52.4 

centimeters of snow in December 

2013! This huge volume of snow 

has definitely been a challenge for 

the city, snow removal contractors, 

motorists, and pedestrians alike! 

While the snow has left some 

Calgarians disgruntled, overall 

the resilient spirit of the city 

tends to shine the brightest in 

the face of extreme conditions. 

Random kindness has been at work 

throughout the city with many good 

Samaritans stopping to help push 

a vehicle stuck in the snow free or 

shovel their neighbours walk. Under 

the leadership of our beloved mayor, 

Naheed Nenshi, the city keeps 

us moving as safely as possible 

by following a strategized “Snow 

and Ice Control Plan.” For more 

information on this plan, please visit 

www.calgary.ca.
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Chelsey Mehls – Corporate 
aCCounting & aCCounts 
reCeivable 

If you could have a coffee date with 3 
people (famous or not), who would they 
be and why? 

•  Nelson Mandela because I think he 

would have such great advice to give  

on life.

•  My Grandma Rose because she made 

me laugh and I feel like I didn’t get to 

say goodbye to her the way I wanted to.

•  Whitney Houston because her music 

filled my heart and soul and she was 

such an inspiration.

Where would you travel to for your  
dream vacation? 

Bora Bora (on a one way ticket)!

What is something about yourself that 
may be surprising? 

I have this goal to compete in the Crossfit 

Open games next year so I’m working 

really hard this year to strive towards that.

What is your favourite inspirational quote? 

“Never get so busy making a living that 

you forget to make a life.”

What are the top 3 items on your  
bucket list?

•  To travel to as many places in the world 

that I possibly can

•  To live in California at some point in  

my life

•  To freely swim with Orca whales in the 

ocean (and pray I don’t get eaten by  

a shark)

Charissa elliot – aCCounting 
assistant & aCCounts reCeivable

If you could have a coffee date with 3 
people (famous or not), who would they 
be and why? 

•  My late Great Grandmother Pauline…

because she always gave the best advice 

and had the most wonderful stories. As 

I grow older her advice would  

be helpful!

•  My late Mother-In-Law Linda… because 

I would love to have her by my side to 

plan and take part in my upcoming 

wedding to her wonderful son. 

•  Princess Diana… because I think she 

was a beautiful lady and did so many 

wonderful things in her short lived life. 

She was so inspiring and some days I 

could use a little inspiration.

Where would you travel to for your  
dream vacation? 

It would be amazing to take at least 1 year 

and tour all of Europe and experience all 

the history, art and culture.

What is something about yourself that 
may be surprising? 

I enjoy throwing formal dinner parties 

because I get to pull out our fine china 

and crystal, which doesn’t get used  

nearly enough!

What is your favourite inspirational quote? 

Avoid looking forwards or backwards and 

keep looking up!

What are the top 3 items on your  
bucket list?

•  Watch my children grow, graduate, 

marry and have families (too many 

people don’t get to do this)

• Be mortgage free. 

•  Celebrate 50 years of marriage…to the 

same man!

Debbie FitzgeralD - aCCounting 
aDMinistration

If you could have a coffee date with 3 
people (famous or not), who would they 
be and why? 

• Garth Brooks because I love his music

•  The Rock (Dwayne Johnson) because he 

is so good looking!

•  My daughter Serena because she is 

going to school in Toronto and I really 

miss her.

Where would you travel to for your  
dream vacation? 

Any where hot for the six months  

of winter.

What is something about yourself that 
may be surprising? 

I would love to be able to run a small  

dog shelter.

What is your favourite inspirational quote? 

‘VISION - nothing happens unless first  

a dream’

What are the top 3 items on your  
bucket list?

Visit Nova Scotia, buy a new home and 

take a trip to Cuba.

C-era staFF Feature:    Meet our Accounting Department!

From left to right:  
Charissa, Chelsey, Deborah

Their reaction to having their photo 
taken outside in the snow!
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Christi sChMiDt 
Marketing 
aCCount DireCtor 
For C-era property 
ManageMent 

If you could have a coffee date with 3 
people (famous or not), who would they 
be and why? 

•  Diane Sawyer: I’ve always admired 

her. She seems to have a great balance 

between professionalism, compassion 

and humor. There’s also something 

very real about her. I can see myself 

just hanging out in her living room 

and chatting.

•  John Irving: I’m an avid reader and 

have read several of his books. A few 

years ago, a friend of mine gave ‘A 

Prayer for Owen Meany’ to me for my 

birthday. It quickly became my favorite 

novel, so I’d love to meet the man who 

wrote it.

•  Chef Tim Love: This one is easy – I’m 

a foodie and I love Texas! Tim Love is 

a great Texas chef who seems to have a 

personality as flavorful as his food. I’d 

love the opportunity to talk (and eat) 

food with him.

Where would you travel to for your  
dream vacation? 

Spain – a country that lives off of tapas 

and wine sounds like a place I need  

to see.

What is something about yourself that 
may be surprising? 

I have an inner daredevil. I love roller 

coasters, motorcycles, going fast, etc. 

– which is much more cool than my 

addiction to marshmallows.

What is your favourite inspirational 
quote? 

“Children are made readers on the laps 

of their parents.” – Emilie Buchwald

What are the top 3 items on your  
bucket list?

• Travel to Europe

• Visit all the Texas wineries

•  Restore the wooden swing that used to 

be on my grandparent’s front porch. I 

grew up sitting, playing and napping 

on it. I’d love to someday sit on it with 

my children and grandchildren.

assoCia Corporate Feature:     MarComm

new properties
C-era would like to welcome 
University City, towers 1 and 
2, to our management as they 
phase completion. C-era will also 
be providing accounting and 
consultation service to Zeven.  

we welcome these new properties 
to our portfolio and look forward to 
being of service to them!

the vineyarDs 
Celebrates 15 years 
oF ManageMent 
with C-era property 
ManageMent
this year marks 15 years of 
management for the vineyards, a 
56-unit complex in the northeast 
suburbs of Calgary. this is the longest 
standing contract at C-era and is also 
the longest standing contract in the 
portfolio of our Ceo, Candace mehls, 
who has personally managed this 
property for all 15 years. we will be 
celebrating this milestone with coffee 
and cake for all residents at their Agm 
this year. 

with all of the chocolate treats and pretty 
sweets readily available in the month of 
love, it may be time to incorporate an 
equally enjoyable but healthy option with 
this Coconut and honey granola recipe 
from the london paleo kitchen.

To get started, you’ll need:

• 100 g raw flaked almonds

• 100 g pecans

• 50 g pine nuts

• 30 g pumpkin seeds

• 50 g desiccated coconut

• 1 tbsp honey

• 1 tbsp coconut oil

• 1 tsp vanilla

• 1 tsp cinnamon

• 100 g dates, roughly chopped

Directions:

1. Preheat your oven to 170º C

2.  line an oven tray with greaseproof 
paper

3.  Place the nuts, pumpkin seeds and 
dessicated coconut in a bowl and  
mix well

4.  In a small saucepan, gently heat the 
honey, coconut oil, cinnamon and 
vanilla extract until they are well 
combined – don’t overheat!

5.  Stir this into the nut mixture so its all 
thoroughly coated

6.  pour on the lined baking tray and place 
in the oven for about 15 minutes or until 
the nuts are a lovely golden colour

7. Stir in the dates

8.  Allow to cool and store in an airtight 
container

this granola is excellent for breakfast 
served with regular milk, or a paleo 
substitute like almond or coconut milk,  
or try it sprinkled over yoghurt with  
fresh berries. 

Coconut and Honey Granola


